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Pepper was the fastest ferret in the 
forest. He loved to run, jump and climb 
trees. He knew them all near his home. 
Each tree, each branch, each flower. 
Pepper the ferret was also an explorer!



One day, Pepper was drinking water from the 
river, enjoying the sun. He could see the leaves 
floating, moving quickly with the current. All 
of the sudden, a leaf became full of colors! A 
giant and beautiful butterfly had landed on it. 
“Hi ferret! My name is Olive” she said.
              3



“I am Pepper, nice to meet you” said the ferret. “I 
come from far, far away, to see the tallest tree in the 
world. Have you seen it?” asked the butterfly. Pepper 
was as surprised as curious. “I didn’t know about it 
until now. Could I go with you, Olive?” the ferret said. 
“Well, you don’t have wings, but you can walk and 
follow me” replied the butterfly. “Yes! When I run, I 
fly!” said Pepper, jumping with a happy smile.
                                                  



The ferret and the butterfly ran and flew for 
three days. Then, they heard noises. “Grandpa, 
you can do it” said a squirrel to another one. It 
was a family of squirrels. “We are going to see 
the tallest tree in the world” Pepper told them. 
“So are we!” said grandpa squirrel.
                                              



When grandpa squirrel was little, he heard stories 
about the tallest tree in the world. ”It is a type of tree 
called Sequoia” he explained.  
But he could never find it. Now, his family decided 
to take him to see the so very special tree. 
“It is an opportunity I am not going to miss!” said 
grandpa, with bright squirrel eyes. “We will help 
you and travel together” said Olive.



It took effort but they made it. “It is taller than I had 
imagined!” said the ferret, thinking about climbing 
the huge tree. And he wasn’t the only one. “I want to 
get to the top of the tree” said grandpa squirrel. And 
he started to climb. They all did! 
What an adventure. The ferret, the butterfly and the 
squirrels going up, up, up!
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But grandpa got tired soon. “Don’t worry 
about me, I will go back down. You keep 
going” he told them. There was a moment of 
silence. “I have an idea!” Pepper replied. “I will 
carry grandpa on my back. Just hold on tight, 
dear grandpa.” They all said thank you, and the 
words sounded like music. 
                                            



Then, grandpa got thirsty. “Oh, oh, we don’t have 
any water” said Olive. “But he does” said baby 
squirrel, pointing to a mouse carrying a bottle. The 
mouse replied “My bottle is empty, but if you go to 
the lake, you can fill it with water.” Something very 
blue moved among the leaves. “I can go to the lake” 
a voice said.
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“Who said that?” asked mom squirrel. “I will fly down 
with the bottle and bring you water” a blue bird said. 
So she did.
                            



The blue bird brought back the bottle, filled with water. 
“Thank you, thank you!” they all said. Grandpa drank the 
water and smiled. They kept climbing the tree to reach the 
clouds at the top. The ferret, the butterfly, the squirrels, the 
mouse and the blue bird, on the tallest tree, with the best 
friends in the world.          11
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